
IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace paragraphs 1 1 and 13 with the following amended paragraphs: 

[0011] The above-mentioned features of the invention will become more clearly 

understood from the following detailed description of the invention read together with 
the drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a jack assistance apparatus mounted on the 
lower end of a trailer jack; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the jack assistance apparatus; 

Figure 3 is an exploded diagram showing the jack assistance apparatus; 

Figure 4 is a top view of the apparatus; and 

Figure 5 is a side view of the apparatus^ ]; and 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a prior art jack. 

[0013] Figure 1 illustrates the lower portion of a trailer jack 102 with a jack 

assistance apparatus 10 mounted thereon. The illustrated jack 102 has telescoping 
tubes with a foot 118 attached to the innermost tube 116. The telescoping tube 114 
that surrounds the innermost tube 116 and is inside the outermost tube 112 has a 
spring loaded pin 120 that engages one of a series of openings 121 in the innermost 
tube 116, thereby fixing the innermost tube 116 to the middle telescoping tube 114. 
With the two smaller tubes 114, 116 held in a fixed position, the jacking mechanism 
causes the two inner tubes 114, 116 to extend or retract in relation to the outermost 
tube 112, thereby lifting or lowering the trailer. 

[New paragraph - following para. 13] Figure 6 illustrates one example of a prior art 
trailer jack 102. The jack 102 has an upper tube 112 and a middle tube 114 that 
telescopes relative to upper tube 112. For illustration purposes, the innermost tube 
116 is called the first tube member 116 and the middle tube 114 is called the second 
tube member 114. The second tube member 114 is typically controlled by a screw 
(not illustrated). Inside the second tube member 114 is a second tube member 114, 


Atty Docket: 27228.00 


2 


Express Mail Number: EL 988032773 US 


which telescopes relative to the upper tube 112. A jack pin 120 is part of a spring 
loaded pin assembly 1 19 attached to the second tube member 1 14. The jack pin 120 
typically has a hook shaped, handle for grasping by an operator, and the pin 120 is 
spring loaded to return to a position in which the pin 120 engages an opening in the 
second tube member 114 (not illustrated because it is hidden by the spring loaded pin 
assembly 119) and one of the openings 121 in the first tube member 116, thereby 
securing the first tube member 116 to the second tube member 114. A typical 
operation of the prior art trailer jack 102 includes a coarse vertical adjustment by 
pulling the jack pin' 120 out, thereby disengaging the jack pin 120 from a hole 121 in 
the first tube member 116. The first tube member 116 falls with the foot 118 resting 
on the ground. The foot 118 is lifted until a hole 121 in the first tube member 116 is 
engaged by the jack pin 120. The second tube member 114 is then telescoped to 
extend the second tube member 114 from the outermost tube 112 until the foot 118 
contacts the ground and the trailer is lifted to the desired height. 
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